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I am grateful, Mr Speaker, for the opportunity. 

Mr Speaker, I am excited to hear this particular Statement. This is because I made a presentation 

when I was doing my Masters programme on the ramifications of road accidents in Ghana. 

Mr Speaker, the interesting revelation that came out of the presentation was that, in this country, 

more people die from road related accidents than we have when we come to HIV/AIDS. 

Mr Speaker, in this country, among adults, road accidents kill more Ghanaians than complicated 

and uncomplicated malaria.  So, at the end of the presentation, I made a very light statement 

that, one is better placed to come to this country –– this was in Germany –– 

I made the statement that it is better for one to come to Ghana with a helmet than with a 

mosquito repellent. 

Mr Speaker, more often than not, when we talk about mortality on the roads, that is, death on 

the roads, we forget about the morbidity as well. That is those who get maimed, and those who 

get incapacitated all their lives as a result of accidents that most of the time not their faults. 

Mr Speaker, it has become increasingly clear that, when technocrats meet to plan projects, they 

do not consider the health aspects. 

When one takes the N1 Highway, for example, a lot of Ghanaians are killed on daily basis and all 

we seek is to look at the statistics at the end of the year. The question is, how come we do not 

have adequate footbridges along the N1 Highway? The planners considered vehicles and forgot 

that roads are not meant for only vehicles, but human beings as well. 

Mr Speaker, we have done enough talk. I believe it is about time we took drastic action to make 

sure that a lot of action is taken now at places where a lot of people are killed. I have been using 

the N1 Highway for sometime. It is so pathetic when you see Ghanaians amass on the side of the 

road and hope that some drivers would show mercy. 

Mr Speaker, when one goes to Ledzokuku, my constituency, we have a very fine dual carriage 

road which has been constructed. There is no place for footbridges. I believe that the time for 

considering the health aspect of projects is now, be it railways, roads or even all public 

institutions. 

Mr Speaker, let me make these two points before I take my seat. I did a small research on road 

traffic accidents and realised that the benchmark of the National Road Safety Commission for las 

year, 2016 –– They targeted 4,000 deaths from road-related accidents, but we had close to 

10,000 road related deaths in 2016. 



In a country where the Commission that takes care of these statistics sets 4,000 deaths as their 

minimum, then we should know that we are in trouble. Mr Speaker, 4,000 deaths would look 

ordinary until a relative in your family gets caught up in this particular carnage. 

I would plead with all the related institutions and make a proposal. Those who use the roads and 

flout our rules have become friends of the Police, so, when they are caught up in any form of 

contravention, all the Police does is to engage in talks, and it gets settled. 

I believe going forward, we should have a quality control unit that has elements from society who 

would conduct checks on our roads. All those broken-down cars that are not being moved –– so 

that they get reported and if the Police or any other stakeholder is found culpable, they should 

be brought to book. This is the only way to put fear in those who are supposed to obey the law 

and those who are supposed to enforce it. 

I am grateful for the opportunity, Mr Speaker. 


